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We think that the future is the 

personal responsibility of 

each one of us. It’ a challenge 

and a rallying call requiring a 

direct commitment from all of 

us, day after day. 

Closing your eyes or just 

thinking that the solution is 

always somebody else’s duty 

makes us part of the problem. 

We want to speak to you 

about this today because 

people that are responsible for 

managing a global company 

have a duty to broaden their 

minds and look beyond the 

walls of an office. We are 

speaking to you about this 

because your commitment 

goes beyond a simple 

professional duty. 

If there is such a thing as 

the essence of leadership, this 

is it. Taking upon yourself the 

moral obligation of doing 

things, taking part in the 

process of building the future. 

Feeling a personal 

responsibility to give back to 

future generations a hope for 

a better future. This is what 

makes leadership a privilege 

and a noble vocation. 

We would like to share 

another thought with you, 

which directly relates to the 

way you decide to embark on 

your path through life. Much 

of our lives is marked by a 

succession of well-defined 

moments. Education is one 

such moment.  

A high school diploma, a 

degree or a master’s are all 

important goals in our 

personal history. When we 

reach them (whatever they 

may be) we get the feeling 

that we may be moving away 

from a series of rules and 

frameworks, and are finally 

free: free to choose for 

ourselves and start building 

what we want. 

But feeling free and truly 

being free are two very 

different things. The freedom 

we are talking about is 

something that is inside us. 

It depends on how open 

your mind is: to novelties, to 

different things, to the infinite 

possibilities that will present 

themselves to you, even if you 

don’t look for them or hadn’t 

even imagined such things. 

If we can give you a piece 

of advice, we would say not to 

let the choices you made at a 

certain stage in your life – e.g. 

choices regarding your 

developments, the sector you 

work in, or your career path – 

exclude everything else. 

There’s so much more 

outside that door. Being truly 

free means knowing that at 

any moment you can choose a 

new direction and a new goal. 

In your life, there will be 

many doors and behind these 

will be many things that can 

change you and your lives. But 

you’ll only recognise this if you 

embrace the habit of 

appreciating everything that 

comes your way. Because, at 

the end of the day, the 

emotions you are able to 

experience depend on how 

you feel. 

Each of us filters the world 

through our own mind. So, try 

to go beyond what you know 

already, fill your mind with 

new challenges, broaden it 

with different interests, open 

it to anything that breaks away 

from the norm. 

Scientists need to have 

room for art in their minds. 

Even the most rational person 

needs to understand the 

extraordinary thrust of 

emotions and passion. 
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The future belongs to those who believe  

in the beauty of their dreams. 

If you succeed in preparing 

your mind to embrace 

novelties and unknown 

elements, you will be open to 

everything that life can offer 

you. You have to want it first. 

Life is too short for the sound 

and colour of your days to be 

dictated by the blinkered 

vision of your eyes. 

People that are not able to 

see different perspectives, 

listen to different opinions or 

go beyond their limited 

experience, will fail to grasp 

the opportunity to live their 

lives fully. And the biggest 

tragedy is that they’ll never 

realise what they missed out 

on. 

A very interesting book we 

suggest you read, which 

provides inspiration on how to 

take on life, is «Zorba the 

Greek» by Nikos Kazantzakis.  

We’d like to read a passage 

with you: «We are tiny worms 

crawling on a little leaf on the 

branches of a huge tree. Some 

men, the bravest, will reach 

the edge of the leaf. From 

there, they gaze out towards 

the surrounding chaos. 

Trembling, they ask 

themselves what terrifying 

abyss lies before them. In the 

distance, they hear the noise of 

other leaves on the colossal 

tree. They hear the sap rising 

through the tree trunk towards 

their leaf. With their hearts 

pounding, bent over the void, 

they tremble with fear through 

their body and soul. 

That is when the danger 

begins. 

Some feel dizzy and are 

delirious; others are full of fear 

and try to find an answer to 

appease their hearts and they 

say: "God!". Others still, from 

the edge of the leaf, look with 

calm bravery towards the 

precipice and they say: "I like 

it!"». 

In that "I like it!" is a 

beautiful lesson. There’s an 

answer to what you’ll be 

tomorrow. 

It depends how you look to 

the future. It depends on the 

faith you have in yourselves, 

the desire you have to 

discover things and put 

yourselves to the test. There 

won’t be anyone there to push 

you to the edge of the leaf, 

beyond your routine or the 

sense of security you associate 

with your habits. It’s a task for 

you and you alone. But it is 

also the only way for you to 

develop and grow as people 

and take flight. I can only hope 

you find the courage to do it, 

every day, and listen to your 

heart and appreciate the 

beauty in the world.  

We hope that each of you 

can be truly free, to wake up 

every morning and say “I like 

it!” as you contemplate 

everything around you. 

We wish all the best for the 

incoming New Year 2017. We 

hope each of you will be able 

to achieve the dreams you 

work on: either in your 

professional life or your 

private one. 

What we can say to you is 

that Clarkson Hyde Global’s 

board will always be at your 

full disposal for any needs you 

might have.  

We have the power to 

ACHIEVE whatever you 

BELIEVE IN. 
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